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PREFACE. 


——O<x< 


Ir has been juſtly . obſerved by an able* 
advocate for the religion of Chriſt, that, in 
ſearching after truth, there are two things in 
our power“ the uſe of our faculties, and 
the due and impartial uſe of them.” In 
the inveſtigation, indeed, of any ſubject, 
however trifling or unimportant in its conſe- 
quences, theſe taculties, if the conviction of 
mankind be the end of our reſearch, muſt 
be exerted with impartiality ; but when any 
part of Scripture is made the object of our 
criticiſm, the rule becomes indiſpenſable, as - 
the opinions we may form may not only at- 
| fect our happineſs here, but our ſalvation 
| hereafter. In the following Tract, an An- 
{wer to the Queſtion, © Whether it appear 
from the writings of the Apoſtles, that 
© they believed the day of judgment to be at 
„hand; —a queſtion propoſed to the Au- 
thor as Probationary Fellow of Brazen-noſe 
College, 


* Biſhop Gibſon, 


ä —P—— —— — —— pf! 
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College, this rule of impartiality has been 
carefully obſerved. The paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, which have been generally ad- 
duced as giving a ſanction to this notion, have 
been accurately ſtated; and the interpreta- 
tions of the earlier Commentators upon ſuch 
paſſages have been fairly examined. From 
this examination a concluſion has been drawn 
directly contrary to the opinion of a late 
* writer, which hence appears to be founded 
neither in truth nor impartiality. From the 
ſilence of the earlier Chriſtians too an argu- 
ment has been drawn; which, it is truſted, 


Vill, with every catidid enquirer, have its 


due weight in diſproving the aſſertion of this 
writer, that the Apoſtles did expect the day 


of judgment to be at hand-an aflertion, 


which ſtrikes at the truth of the inſpiration 


of the Apoſtles, and which, if not fefuted, 


muſt bring even their prudence as men into 
diſcredit. 


* Gibbon, 


AN ANSWER, &c. 


Tus Author of the Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire, in his attempts to account for the ra- 
pid progreſs of Chriſtianity, ſays, that * © the influ- 
« ence of truth was very powerfully ſtrengthened 
<« by an opinion, which, however it may deſerve 
s reſpe& for its uſefulneſs and antiquity, has not 
e been found agreeable to experience. It was 
< univerſally believed, that the end of the world, 
ce and the + kingdom of Heaven were at hand.” 
In a note ſubjoined the reader is referred to the 
twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew, and to the 
firſt epiſtle of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians; and 
by theſe paſſages he is told he will find the expec- 
tation countenanced. As the arguments in fayour 
of Mr. Gibbon's aſſertion have been, by himſelf 
and others, principally collected from the writings 
of St. Paul, it will, perhaps, be more methodical, 
as well as more illuſtrative of our ſubject, to di- 


* Gibbon's Hiſt. Vol. xi, page 300, 8vo. 


+ I ſhall not here contend with this author about his ſenſe 
of © the kingdom of Heaven, which, in its more uſual accep- 
tation in the Goſpels, was certainly then at hand, becauſe he 
muſt be ſuppoſed to uſe it in the ſenſe of God's future kingdom 
in Heaven, 


rect 


5 


rect our conſideration to the firſt of theſe, in 
which, as well as in the other epiſtles, it will be 
tound clear, that the Apoſtles did not believe the 
end of the world, or the day of judgment, to be 
at hand. * 
The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Hea- 
5 ven with a ſhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
„ angel, and with the trump of God; and the 
© dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which 
are alive and remain ſhall be caught up toge- 
„„ ther with 1 in the * to meer the Lord 
6 in the air.“ | 

That the meaning of the Apoſtle was, indeed, 
miſunderſtood by ſome Chriſtians, whoſe grief, at 
the deceaſe of their friends and relations, was ag- 
gravated by the expectation of Chriſt's ſecond and 
immediate coming, is too evident to admit of 
much doubt. They had entertained ſtrange and 
erroneous notions of rank and precedency, by 
which thoſe, who ſhould be found alive, when 
the ſound of the laſt trump ſhould ſummon the 
world to judgment, were to be then diſtinguiſned 
from thoſe who had been aſleep. St. Paul, how- 
ever, kindly alleviates their ſorrow, by aſſuring 
them that their deceaſed friends had not by death 
forfeited their claim to any eminence, to which 
the living ſhould be then entitled. We which 


* 1. Theff, c. iv, v. 16, 17, f See Benſon in loc: 


are 


(9). 

* are alive and remain,” lays, he, © unto the 
© coming of the Lord ſhall not prevent them that 
< are aſleep for the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt.” 

But the queſtion has been aſked, why the Apoſ. 
tle ſpoke in the plural number, we. who re- 
main,” unleſs with the intention of including 
himſelf amongſt thoſe, who ſhould be alive at 
our Saviour's ſecond adyent? To this queſtion, 
however, the reply is eaſy and obvious. In the 
beſt writers plural expreſſions in the firſt perſon 
frequently occur, where it is evident, either 
from the context, or from the nature of things, 
that the author had no deſign of ſpeaking perſon- 
ally of himſelf, or particularly of the people to 
whom he addreſſed his diſcourſes. And, if the 
Old and New Teſtament be brought under review, 
inſtances will crowd upon the reader, which will 
prove this mode of expreſſion to have been pre- 
valent both with the Jews and with the 
Apoſtles.* 6 
When the generation that came out of Egypt 
were in general dead, Moſes thus addreſſes their 
children: : The Lord our God ſpake unto in 
6 ** Horeb ; and again, when they ſhould be ſettled 

in the land of Canaan, he inſtructed them that 
— ſhould then fay, „ the Egyptians evil en- 


* See Bp. Horne's Letters on Infidelity, page 284. 
+ Deut. ch. i, v. 6. t Deut. ch, xxvl, v. 6. 


= « treated 


C 10 ) 
ce treated us, and afflicted vs, and laid upon ws hard 
© bondage.” St. Matthew, in his goſpel, ſays, our 
Saviour anſwered the queſtion, * © why did Moſes 
e then command to give a writing of divorce- 
* ment?” by theſe words, ©* Moſes becauſe of the 
* hardneſs of your hearts ſuffered you to put away 
& your wives.” And in St. John, the Jews who 
were living during the miniſtry of our Saviour, 
were aſked, + © did not Moſes give you the law?“ 
Numberleſs other inſtances to the ſame effect might 
be produced ; nor can any reaſon be alledged, 


why St. Paul, in his firſt epiſtle to the Theffalo. 


nians, when ſpeaking of the Chriſtians of differ- 
ent ages, ſhould not have adopted the fame phraſe- 


| ology, as had been uſed before to the Jews of 
different ages. | 


In commenting upon the words “ nos viventes,” 
an author, S of conſiderable ability and erudition, 
however on ſome accounts objectionable, has thus 
explained the meaning of the paſſage : * Qui. 
* cunque vixerint uſque ad adventum Domini, 
“ ſive ego, five vos, five quicunque tandem futuri 
e ſunt, quibus viventibus adveniet Dominus Jeſus; 
« Neque enim in primi perſona ideo hec effert, 


quod perſuafus omnino fit, aut ſe, aut illos 


* St. Mat. ch. xix, v. 8. + St. John, ch. vii, v. 19, 
1 Benſon's Comment. $ Crellius, v. 1, page 570. 


< Theſſalonicenſes, 


Gu) 


4 Theſſalonicenſes, ad adventum uſque Chriſti 
« victuros, ſed cum utrique tunc temporis adhuc 
ce viverent, ſe quoque illi hominum generi accen- 
< ſent, quos in adventu ſuo deprehendet Chriſtus: 
& ſeu ut clarids rem exprimamus, vocibus illis 
“ nos viventes non ſpeciem aut individua hæc, 
hoc eſt ſeipſum et Theſſalonicenſes, alioſque 
« Chriſtianos eo ipſo, quo. hc ſcribebat, tempore 
«© viventes intelligit, ſed genus, ſeu homines ejul- 
« dem generis, hoc eſt, Chriſtianos viventes, a 
* quorum numero, ipſe uni cum Theſſalonicen- 
6 ſibus tunc temporis erat. Solet enim Sacra 
« Scriptura non ſemel vocibus, nos, vos, ac ſemi- 
<« libus, non quidem illa ipſa individua quæ di- 
“ cuntur, aut ad quæ ſermo eſt, denotare, ſed. 
idem individuorum genus, ſeu ejuſdem generis 
* fſingularia.“ | | 

If, moreover, we conſider har 5. are 
members of one church, St. Paul's expreſſion 
muſt appear not only juſtifiable, but as pleaſingly 
deſcriptive of that love and affection, which ſhould 
erer ſubſiſt amongſt his Chriſtian Brethren. Una- 


* Eftius gives the ſame meaning to the paſſage, Nos qui 
vivimus, qui refidui ſumus, et cætera: non velut dubius aut 
incertus, ut nonnulli ſuſpicati ſunt, an forte ſe vivo futurus eſſet 
Domini adventus: nam hujusmodi opinionem inſtantis diei Do- 
mini natam ex ſuis verbis diſertè in ſecunda epiſtola rejicit, docens 
quænam et quanta ſint, quæ illum diem adhuc præcedere de- 


beant. Eſtü Comm. page 729. 


5 nimity 
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cated by the 2 Apel upon his converts; and Frog 
_ paſſage ſeems to be prophetic of the cantinuation 
and completion of theſe virtues in Heaven. © The 
ce dead in Chriſt,” ſays the Apoſtle, « ſhallriſefirſt,” 
then, an interyal ſcarcely admitted, © we which are 
er alive and remain, ſhall be caught up with them in 
« the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and ſo 
* ſhall we ever be with the Lord,” our happineſs 
completed, and our joy made perfect. 
The near approach of this wonderful event,” 
the end of the world, ſays Mr. Gibbon again, 
e had been predicted by the Apoſtles.” But the 
paſſage, to which, for confirmation of what is aſ- 
| ſerted, his readers are referred, does not certainly 
countenance the expectation. The Hiſtorian ar- 
gues and aſſerts that it does; but as proof is not 
the reſult of his argument, conviction cannot be 
the reſult of his aſſertion. | 
In the note above mentioned the ſame author 
afſerts, that © the learned Grotius ventures to in- 
% finuate, that, for wiſe purpoſes, the pious de- 
© ception was permitted to take place.“ Grotius 
indeed, after having ſaid that the love of fame 
could not have induced the Apoſtles, men diſtin- 
guiſhed by their ſincerity, and whoſe tenets were 
_ repugnant to every ſuggeſtion of pride and ambi- 
tion, to undergo the hardſhips to which they 
were expoſed, proceeds thus in confirmation of 

5 his 


(1 ) 

his argument, © accedat, quod etiam hanc 
« qualemcunquefamam nullo modo durabilem fibĩ 
<« poterant promittere, cum, Deo de induſtria 
« ſuum in hoc conſſium cælante, mundi totius exi- 
dium, quaſi de proximo imminens opperirentur, 
c quod et ipforum et fequentium Chriſtianorum 
ee ſcripta apertiffimum'facinnt.”” Grotius, indeed, 
proves himſelf, in this paſſage, to have laboured 
under a miſtake; but the interpreter of his mean- 
ing ſeems deſirous of faſtening upon his character 
an imputation which is by no means merited. © 

In explaining the words, n, e Cavlec, ei 
TELLAGTOprtyor, Grortns gives to them this fignifica- 
tion: “ nos, inquit Paulus, quia putabat fieri 
ce pgſſe, ut inter fuperſtites eſſet.“ Thus it is cer- 
tainly here ſaid by him, that the Apoſtle believed 
he might poſſibly five to the day of judgment: 
but then this expoſition cannot 'eaffly be recon- 
ciled with that of the paffage in the ſecond epiſtle 
to Timothy, 0 XX1605 une αν EVENUSEWS" EQESTKE, for, 
ſays our Commentator, © dixit hoc Paulus, non 


* Grotius de veritate Chriſtiane Religionis. Lib. 2do. p. 76. 


+ The character of Grotius, as delineated by the pen of the. 
venerable Biſhop of Worceſter, muſt challenge the admiration, 
both of the Chriſtian and ſcholar. Even his errors are repre» 
ſented as taking their riſe from the pureſt motives ; and his mo- 
ral qualities are ſuch, that he cannot-ealily be ſuppaſed guilty 
of the inſinuation of which the Hiſtorian! ſeems-deſirous-of con 
yicting him. Bp. Hurd on the Prophecies, p. 267. 


„ tantum 


> 


< tantum quia omnia quæ videbat Rome, et in 
5 Aula Neronis, id credi jubebant; verum inſu- 
per ut arbitror, a Deo de eo quod futur um erat 

6 edoctus. How then could the Apoſtle, being, 
by divine revelation convinced of his own impend- 
ing diſſolution, expect to live till the day of 
judgment? It cannot well be ſaid that this con- 
viction of the Apoſtle was the conſequence of in- 
formation received from God after his firſt epiſtle 
had been written to the Theſſalonians, for in the 
1 | fame year he wrote his ſecond epiſtle to the ſame 
' Chriſtians ; in which he ſays, 5* We beſeech you, 

e brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus 

? « Chriſt, and by our gathering together unto 
| “ him, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, or 
E be troubled, neither by ſpirit, nor by word, 

e nor by letter, as from us, as that the day of 
5 Chriſt is at hand.” Thus, if by the coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be underſtood the day 
of judgment, it is evident either that the Theſſa- 
lonians had miſconceived the meaning of the 
. firſt letter, or had been impoſed upon 


> Philippians, i ii. 17, Grotius has the following comment upon 
the words, . & xa (Tevdopua, videbat facile fieri poſſe 
« ut ipſo ſuo ſanguine fidem et Philippenſium et aliorum con- 
« « firmaret.” 


Philipp. i. 20, is thus explained by Roſenmuller, “ ſi morien- 
4 dum fuerit pro Chriſto, morte mea veritas doctrine Chriſl 
25 confirmabitur.” 2 . FL: 
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( 1s ) 
by the forgeries of others, and that the ſecond, 
which was written a ſhort time after the firſt, was 
intended to convince them of their error, and 
proved inconteſtably that the author himſelf en- 
tertained no Br Oat of an SURE Judg- 
ment. 37% 

The tradition,” be this Hiſtorian of the 
wonderful event before mentioned, was pre- 
<« ſerved by their earlieſt diſciples.” But this 
ſurely was not the caſe: for, if the earlieſt diſci- 
ples believed that the Apoſtle had expected to have 
lived *till the end of the world, they muſt have 
been convinced, after his death, that he had been 
miſtaken, and, being ſo convinced, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have called into queſtion his inſpiration. 
For St. Paul prefaces the paſſage above quoted 
from the firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalonians with 
theſe words, * this we ſay unto you by the word 
of the Lord,“ and then he proceeds © we 
« which are alive and remain,”” &c. But if we 
conſult St. Chryſoſtom, who lived in the fourth 
century, we ſhall find that he had not received 
any ſuch tradition from the earlier diſciples, nor 
had entertained any ſuch opinion himſelf. His 
explanation of the paſſage proves directly the con- 
trary : © T0 of nue, ſays he, TROY TE8% ta bla eng 


* The events, which were to take place before the general 
Judgment, are mentioned at large by Mede—page 66z. 


* (s yag 
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. ( vg dn a ales. races TAS auacastog jarves) 
6c GAAG T8; reg AY: nor does St. Athanaſius 
give any ſuch expoſition of the words as can in 
the leaſt degree be ſuppoſed to countenance Mr. 
Gibbon's aſſertion. Zuilts £54 04, eee TOTE. £V 
& 11 ara g α yap tuenb ngo arlpuro, er rn n 
te ren, cat aN eilellat Salarer, xu 3 H Placwss 
«© 2 xoyunderlag,” Theodoret tells his readers, 
& orte abloc 0 &omerhs eri veReAns  Pwlapns aue bn 
© are Mal 04, 6 aller ætrigtuneleg oilt 5x vergun anca- 
6c Hive, xai el ET MEQioYTeg, er. VERSAWP, ,,. ur- 
6 avlnous ro ra oh xpiln, xa, ouv ala dieyosIts Tov 
_ artęarroy al le A g. And Theophylact 
adopts the ſame explanation: 40 Hyg, de oi Guiless, 
© Agay, & 156. taila pncs (205 yae N. rng ννανανα, 
6 gueAne Gtb) GANG, TES. hig, Nee 

From this evidence it not only does not aa 
to have been a tradition preſerved by the earlieſt 
diſciples, that the day, of judgment was ſuppoſed; 
in their time, to have been at hand, but the paſ- 
ſages above quoted prove the very eontrary.— 
Now had there been a tradition fraught with ſuch 
mighty importance to the Chriſtian cauſe, it would 
certainly have reached the fourth century. For, 
though accurate inveſtigation might have corrected 
the error, yet ſome veſtiges of it would certainly 
have been preſerved. 


* Athan. edit, Par. vol. ii, p. 430. 


„ 
There occurs OR — in the firſt epiltle 


the, meaning of the words bb 1 6 Now 


0 this I ay, "brethren, that | fleſh and blood cannot 
«6 inherit the . kingdom of God; neither doth 


« corruption inherit i incorruption. Behold I ſhew 


6 you a myſtery ; ; We ſhall not all ſleep, but we 


. * ſhall all be changed, in a, moment, in "the 


e twinkling of an eye at the laſt trump, for the 


.  <, trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be _ 


« incorryptible, and we, ſhall be Changed: © 


net. a ναο , nempe Mos vivos Deus ile | 
deprehenderit, ſays Grotius, inter quos Paulus 


putavit fieri poſe ut et ipſe eſſet, et alii multi qui 


cum jpſo vivebant. But this certainly, was not 
the meaning of, the, Apoſtle ; , nor can it from 


- . hence be proved that he entertained. any expecta- 


tion of being amongſt thoſe who, ſhould, not ſleep. 
—lIn, the. ſecond. epiſtle to the Corinthians he ſays 
exprelsly, I know that he which raiſed up the 
“Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up ur alſo by Jeſus, and 


„ ſhall preſent vs with you.” The expoſition of 


| Grotius, therefore, is not agreeable to the ſenſe 


of the paſſage, nor to the general meaning of St. 
Paul upon the ſubje&; and if we apply to the 
earlier commentators, we ſhall find, that it was 
not founded upon their opinion. Theodoret ſays 


that the "Apoſtle did not in this paſſage, by the 
C | . Jn 


„ 


(cu) 


| 1 2 mean to include himſelf in the 


number of thoſe, who ſhould ſurvive till the ſe- 
cond coming of the Lord ; but that he ſpoke 


only of thoſe, who ſhould be alive at the time, 


however diſtant it might be, when the general 


Judgment ſhould take place: njaers B ee. £aVls 
 Egnxev, GANG f TW xa] te To nee tri ED 


aber. 


„ We ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be 


Ou Tails pev, now, anolayuilai, ous patios 


railec a\\aynoolai, xa open anodrn(Cuorlec, rare, as 
aphapoiny perame(z/lai, Mn Tow enadav ohn, 


pegnhng ors we ann ids yap N (or, ors TIVES 2 
rebyngorlai, xa ojas 8% apxts avlois ralo mpos THY avaracy 
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arolaviy* xavyap xaxtives 1 GNAGYN Tevaros e 
TheophylaR, I Cor. xv. 51. 
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dt aAuynooutlha, xa or en amolnoxories* Frnros ware 


X&Xewer, ν Towuv, emeiday anolvnoxtis, dia ro drions, 


cenie, ws 8X avarn(omev;* b Yag TWES, eig, 08 R 


4 — —— — 
I 


rie drapevtoviar, xa ops B% apxts u avlois erg vn 

avagaci EN], Gang Ot M ExEiva T Tupals 
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| ' Chryſoſtom, I Cor. xv. 51, | 


“changed: 


6100 


« changed: It ſeems ſomewhat unreaſonable 
from the former clauſe to draw this concluſion, 
that there were ſome amongſt thoſe, to whom the 
| Apoſtle then addreſſed himſelf, who ſhould not 
ſleep ; for it is evident that he did not mean to par- 
ticularize any ſuch among the then living, who 
ſhould ſurvive *till the laſt day, but that he made 
uſe of the expreſſion merely to introduce the lat- 
ter general clauſe, 4 we ſhall all be changed.“ It 
ſeems, indeed, to have been the only deſign of 
this paſſage to demonſtrate the neceſlity of a ge- 
neral change both of quick and dead, and not to 
particularize thoſe who ſhould conſtitute either the 
one or the other: for, ſays he, “ fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; we muſt, 
<< therefore all be changed; this corruptible muſt 
put on incorruption, and this mortal immorta- 
* lity.” Theſe miſtakes, however, of Grotius 
cannot juſtify Mr. Gibbon's aſſertion, that any 
deception was practiſed upon the Apoſtles, or by 
them upon others. The earlier diſciples of our 
Bleſſed Lord were neither themſelves the dupes of 
any deception, nor were they capable of practiſ- 
ing © pious frauds” upon their converts: their 
purity and integrity are unimpeachable ; their only 
ſtudy was how to promote true religion; their 
only wiſh was to gain the approbation of their 
God. 


Reduced to a dilemma, and refuted, till their 
| C 2 * >, ens 
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| exhauſted ingenuity has been no longer able to 
frame more plauſib x} objeQions, ſome have dared 
to inſinuate that the Apoltles invented this ſtory 
of the near approach of the day of judgment, 
that their converts might be the more eaſily de- 
ſpoiled of their wealth and their poſſeſſions. But, ; 
had they acted in this manner, rhey would not 
have done ſo in purſuance of the advice of their 
Divine Maſter, which was given to them'in lan 
guage ſo pathetically beautiful Fear not, tie 
« flock, for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
40 you the kingdom: ſell that ye have, and give 
6 alms : provide yourſelves bags which wax not 
« old, a treaſure in the Heavens that faileth not, 
e where no thief approacheth, nor moth corrupt- 
6 eth ; for where your treaſure is, there will 
« your heart be alſo.” In the ſubſequent ages of 
the Church, indeed, by this artifice and this ap- 
prehenſion, convents were enriched and religious 
communities endowed, but the Apoſtles themſelves 
were ſurely as exempt from the charge of ſelf. 
intereſt, as they were unaccuſtomed to ſcenes of 
luxury and affluence; © even unto this preſent 
cc hour,” ſays Sr. Paul, „we both hunger and 
« thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and 
es have no certain dwelling place; : and labour, 
« working with our hands: being reviled we 
6 bleſs ; being perſecuted we ſuffer it; being de- 
« famed we entreat; we are made as the filth of 
„the 
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e the earth; and are the off ſcouring of all thingy" 
4 unto this day.“ Their immediate ſucoeſſors 
too were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of mankind, 
not by the ſplendor of vanity and the ſuperfluity 
of wealth, but by the extenſiveneſs of their cha- 
rity, and the uniform purity of their conduct 
Their poſſeſſions were renouneed, not as the ſa- 
«+ crifices of ſenſuality at the ſhrine of pride, 
nor as a depoſit which might produce ſome future 

indulgence, but from the pureſt motives and with 
the ſublimeſt views, In the tenth century, when 
corruptions diſgraced the Latin Church, the ſin- 

cerity and charity of the firſt diſciples were ſuper-- 
ceded in the Chriſtians of that age; by an hypo- 
critical auſterity and a ſupercilious pride. Amongſt 
the various agitations to which the Church was, 
at this time, ſubjeQ; it is indeed true, that none 
occaſioned ſo much terror and diſmay, as the no- 
tion, which then prevailed, of the immediate ap- 

proach of the day of judgment.* The poſſeſſions 
of the rich were poured; without reſerve, into the 
coffers of the monaſtery, and the greateſt part of 
mankind became enſlaved to the corrupt miniſters 

of the Church. But theſe: agitations, whether 
the effect of error or of artifice, cannot reflect 
the leaſt degree of criminality upon the firſt 
founders of Chriſtianity, nor upon Chriſtianity 


* Gregory's Church Hiſt, Vol. II. Century loth. 
EN 6 itſelf, 
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itſelf. The purity, of the Goſpel, and the uniform 
ſincerity of its firſt teachers, prove that deſign or 
artifice was, in the firſt ages of the Church, to- 
tally impracticable; and to expect that ſuch ſince- 
rity ſhould continue, through revolving years, un- 
allayed by imperfections, would be to expect ſuch 
a. conſiſtency, as is incompatible with the * of 
human nature. 

Nor can it be proved, that in the firſt century, 
the general reſurrection was expected to take 
place, if we conſult the writings of ſtill earlier 
Chriſtians than thoſe from whom we have before 
quoted. St. Chryſoſtom, in language forcible and 
deſcriptive, preſents his readers with a compariſon 
drawn betwixt the peaceable times in which he 
lived himſelf, and the more diſaſtrous age, in 
which the Apoſtles and their immediate ſucceſſors 
had lived before. Nuy fey Yap, ſays he, rn Tz bes 
2611s dure dels roig tn πð— g, a Eignv) Wavlays- 
hey Bala, xa yarns πẽ tũ uνẽ,ñ a πẽã-̃ rec, TE ALYE 
rns tue mildapi mo; Ta vtęaſa T1; on, xo 
Twy (3a.01\tvorluv ẽ,½ꝑ T1 Ti5w ouileperlur Ai axpipanc, 
Tele de, drawing the contraſt by repreſenting the 
very different ſcene in which the earlier diſciples 
had been the principal aQors, aden Tglwy 1v &AA o78- 
rig av Tis aide, unh, xa Ha, xa roh Ko 
ua,, x - xivduvoi, xa agxoviis, x. (Pacihag, x0 
nue, xa TAG, xa; thin, xa ciao, xz: ae, 


reis migevzrw ert , Had the conſtancy and 
| perſeverance 
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perſeverance of the Apoſtles been the conſequence 
of an immediate expectation of that erown of 
glory, which was to be given them at the laſt day, 
the pleaſing proſpect would, probably, have been 
mentioned, in this paſſage, as having been their 
conſolation in the midſt of affliction, and the 
hope which animated their piety and reſignation. 
But there is not this mention made of any ſuch 
expectation; nor in the paſſage which relates the 
martyrdom of St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Igna- 
tius, is any intimation found of the prevalence of 
ſuch opinion: Hiess xt Haves, xa port ec 
los fene mail:s AInoav* melo prv, wa Re 
T1V ToAWw r TWy exdwAwv argc TOS Oneorg aαανe kx - 
xX)apwe:, Tel dt, wo ns avararus Ts gaveululos Xe 
01% ru be Taoal/xuvla T1Iv mod. Ignatius, 
when told of the public manner in which the cru- 
elty of the ſpeQators was to be gratified by his 
death, did not expreſs any diſappointment, which, 
had he expected to have ſurvived till the ſecond 
coming of the Lord from Heaven to judge the 
world, might have been occaſioned by the im- 
pending danger, but, with pious reſignation, told 
his informers, that ſuch a death would be his 
pleaſure, Eyw rw ng exeivwy ovaipny, | 

Here then is no deſpondency mentioned arifing 


* Ignatius. + Rome, 
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from diſappointed hopes and fruſtrated expectations; 
but a collected courage, and a calm intrepidity, 
which enabled him to meet his fate, as what had 
een the object of his wiſhes, and as what would 
be the conſummation of his happineſs. The more 
ignominious their death, the more noble, the 
Apoſtles, were aſſured, would be the diſplay of 
their zeal, and the enhancement of their glory. 
St. Ignatius himſelf, in his epiſtle to the, Ro- 
mans, has theſe words: Ox ws Iilpoc xa Havaos 


diaracceÆ¹u⁰V Uh iK αντ % £Y XElaxgilos* * 


begun, eyw dt HN v Janos, ANN ta rab, at- 
Atubeęec In (a, xaiy, avagn(apocr. ev, all Aten: And 
Polycarp exhorts the Philippians to believe in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ac «83(6a,, xgilng.. Coilun xa vexgur* A 70. 
anα eng nrnett o. Deog, ard TW, an tiv M,. O d: 
rytigpas Giles en pf ur, es Has, EYEgtty tan WOjwpry ail 
vo dena, ua. Wogevoels 5 725 kilo Ra als, kai aya- 
_ Wop, a nyaun(», From theſę. paſſages it cannot 


de ſuppoſed that the day of judgment was appre- 


hended by the earlieſt diſoiples, to be at hand, 
nor that they expected to be amongſt thoſe who 


mould be alive and remain at the ſecond coming 
of the Lord; but that they were aſſured they 


ſhould die, and finally be raiſed from the grave 


by the voice of the Azchangel, and the amp | 


of God. 


* Ruſſell's Patres Apoſtolici, Vol. II. p. 204. 
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St. Faul and the other Apoſtles every where 
exhort their brethren | to make ſuch Preparations, 
that the ſecond coming of the Lord from Heaven 

may not be attended with ſurpriſe and amaze- 
ment. But, in many of the paſſages, i in which 
ſuch exhortations are given, the death only of the 
Chriſtians ſo addreſſed may be ſignified, and not 
the real and immediate coming of the Lord to 
judgment. F or, in the New Teſtament, the 
Chriſtian is always | exhorted to prepare himſelf, 
not for death, but for the coming of the Lord.— 
The event, therefore, of death is underſtood in 
theſe paſſages, to take place at the coming of 
Chriſt, or Chriſt is ſaid to come to each indivi- 
dual at his own death. And, with regard to the 
preparations, neceſſary to be made for an event ſo 
awfully intereſting, this moſt afluredly is the caſe 
for the hour of our probation terminates with 15 
hour of our preſent exiſtence, and with this hour 
too muſt terminate all preparatory repentance.— 
Juſtly, therefore, is the coming of the Lord then 
ſaid to take place when we die, ſince, i in the inter- 
val betwixt our death and reſurrection, no farther 
preparations can be made for the laſt awakening 
ſummons. 

But though the Apoſtles ſo conſtantly. and ſo 
earneſtly inculcated the neceſſity of immediate 
preparation for the coming of their Lord, yet does 


it no where appear, that they expected to ſurvive 
D | till 
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*till the final conſummation. It is ſaid expreſsly 
by St. Paul that the fulneſs of the Gentiles was to 
precede the converſion of the Jews to Chriſtianity, 
and that the converſion of the Jews was to pre- 
cede the final conſummation of all things. © 1 
cc would not, brethren, that you ſhould be igno- 
“ rant of this myſtery that blindneſs in part is 


e happened unto Iſrael, till the fulneſs of the 


6 Gentiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be 
ce ſaved.” It cannot be ſuppoſed that the Apoſtle 


imagined this fulneſs of the Gentiles and this 


converſion of the Jews would be effected inſtanta- 
neouſly ; for deeply rooted prejudices againſt the 
introduction of new ſyſtems preclude the poſſibi- 
lity of immediate change, and the eſtabliſhment 
of a new religion is uſually difficult in proportion 
to the attachment with which men have adhered 


to the old. It is, therefore, reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


that the Apoſtle, well aware of the partiality of 
the Jews in favour of their own rites and ceremo- 


nies, muſt have looked forward to their conver. 


fion through a long ſeries of years, and conſe- 
quently muſt have known, when he was writing 
his epiſtle to the Romans, that the final conſum- 
mation was at a great diſtance. Having expreſsly 
ſaid too that the time of his departure was at 
hand, he knew that thenceforth there was laid up 
for him a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, would give him at the laſt 
3 „ 5 ü day. 
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day. And St. Peter was fully aſſured, by in- 
formation received from his Divine Maſter, that 
he muſt ſuffer death for the confirmation of the 
Goſpel. Our Saviour had ſaid to his diſciples, 
© whither I go, ye cannot come.“ Peter, aſto- 
niſhed at the impoſlibility of following his beloved 
Maſter, eagerly enquired, * Lord, whither goeſt 
* thou?” Jeſus anſwered him, whither I go, 
cc thou canſt not follow me now, but thou ſhalt 
6 follow me afterwards.” The dutiful ſervant, 
in the ardour of affection, exclaimed, *. Lord, 
„ why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay 
« down my life for thy ſake.” And, after his 
reſurreQion, our Lord ſaid to the ſame diſciple, 
« verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, when thou waſt 
young, thou girdedſt thyſelf, and walkedſt, 
+ whither thou wouldeſt : but when thou ſhalt be 
ce old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, and 
“another ſhalt gird thee, and carry thee whither 
& thou wouldeſt not.“ Thus was he aſſured that 
he ſhould die, and thus in his ſecond epiſtle he 
expreſſed his aſſurance : I muſt put off this my 
“ tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
«© ſhewed me.“ There is a paſlage too in the 
firſt epiſtle of St. Peter, which here demands our 
confideration—Tayluv de re ru nyyixe, the end of 
all things is at hand, ſays the Apoſtle, The true 
meaning of this paſſage has been miſunderſtood 
by Grotius, who has explained it as relating to 
D 2 the 
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the final judgment of the world, the immediate 
approach of which, according to his opinion, was 
expected by St. Peter, as well as by St. Paul.— 
This miſtake has evidently ariſen from miſcon- 
keting the meaning of the adjective, vader, 
which is interpreted by Grotius, and ſome other 
commentators, 4s telating to the final deſtruction 
of all things. But the word here underſtood 
may be the ſubſtantive, awww, and the paſſage 
may relate not to the end of the world, but to 
the period of human life, which with great pro- 
priety is always ſaid to be near at hand. The 
words, however, will, according to our tranſſa- 
tion, bear another ſenſe, which has been admitted 
upon Juſt grounds: The end of al things is at 
e hand:“ For the Apoſtle by this expreſſion is 
rrediQting not the end of the world, but the end 
of the Jewiſh Polity, as will appear from other 
texts of Scripture, Where the fame words occur, 
and have the ſame meaning annexed to them,— — 
St. Mark fays, „this generation ſhall not paſs 
% away, till all theſe things, ratſa waila, be done.” 
And St. Matthew, chap. xxiv. ufes the fame 
words in the fame ſenſe. Hence we may con- 
clude with the learned Mede that this paſſage in 
St. Peter alludes to © the end of all the Jewiſh 
„ commonwealth, legal worſhip, temple, and 
& ſervice,” and not to the end of the world. 


9 Mede, page 664, 


The 
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The immediate approach of the day of judg- 
ment cannot then be ſaid to have been predicted 
by the Apoſtles. And that they did not expect 
themſelves to be alive and remain till the laſt 
day is evident; for St. Peter himſelf afferted, that 
his own death was not only unavoidable, but ne- 
ceſſary to the completion of his Lord's predic- 
tions. We are informed, however, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch evidence to the contrary, that it was 
foretold by the Apoſtles, and * that the revolu- 
<« tion of ſeventeen centuries has inſtructed us 
<< not to preſs too cloſely the myſterious language 
4 of prophecy.” Applicable, indeed, to this 
taunting impiety and to the author of it, are the 
words of St. Peter, © there ſhall come in the laſt 
« days ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts, and 
“ ſaying, where is the promiſe of his coming ? 
The unbelieving Sadducee atid the licentious Epi- 
curean carried not their views beyond this mortal 
life to any future exiſtence; but doubting or de- 
nying the poſſibility of a reſurrection, they warmly 
reſiſted the opinions of others, who endeavoured 
to prove its probability and its certainty. From 
ſuch the religion of Chriſt might naturally expect 
the ſcoff of impiety, and his followers the ſcourge 
of perſecution. But neither the levity of ridicule, 


nor the violence of oppreſſion could” cheat them 
of their faith, or weaken their conſtancy. *« Since 
“ the fathers fell aſleep, all things continue as 

they 
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* they were from the beginning of the creation.” 
uch is the upbraiding language of the ſcoffer, 
and ſuch is the cry of the unbeliever. But be- 
<<: loved,” ſays the Apoſtle, as if with a view to 
oppoſe the opinion of the immediate approach of 
the end of the world, be not ignorant of this 
« one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
< thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
« day; the Lord is not ſlack concerning his pro- 
© miſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs, but is long- 
< ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould 
4 periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance.” 
Such is the argument by which the ſcoffer is re- 
futed, and ſuch is the conſolatory advice, by which 
Chriſtians are ſtrengthened and ſupported, 

That the Chriſtian religion has provoked the 
malice of ſo many enemies, and that it has met 
with ſuch violent oppoſition, ought not, in any 
great degree, to excite our wonder. The laws 
prefcribed by it for the regulation of moral con- 
duct are poſitive and explicit. They admit of no 
qualification, nor allow the caprice of faſhion to 
palliate or to excuſe the violation of their com- 
mands. Their influence extends not merely to 
the forms of outward demeanor, but to the in- 
ward and more indiſcernible movements of the 
heart. Hence deiſm was rouzed, though in rea- 
lity, perhaps, convinced of the truths of Chriſti- 


* to diſpute its pretenſions to divine origin, 
and 
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and to vilify its inſpired teachers. And hence it 
was inſinuated, that from the long and protracted 
delay of Chriſt's ſecond advent, it might reaſon- 
ably be concluded, that the expeQation of a fu- 
ture judgment, and of a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, according to the Goſpel decla- 
ration, was weak and ill founded. By theſe 
means infidelity endeavoured to quiet its own 
fears, and to blaſt the pious hopes of the virtuous 
and the good. But the Chriſtian religion, though 
attacked by the full powers of its adverſaries, ſtill 
maintains its preeminence, and challenges the be- 
lief of every conſiderate enquirer. It ſtill pro- 
claims the glad tidings of everlaſting felicity to 
the righteous, and bids them look forward with 
the eye of faith and reſignation through this vale 
of miſery to a happier and to a better ſtate, where, 
however diſtant may be the proſpect, every wiſh 
of their ſouls ſhall finally be gratified, and their 
expectations crowned with eternal glory. 

But the coming of the Lord, mentioned in the 
paſſage above quoted from St. Peter, has by ſome 
been interpreted into God's viſitation upon the 
obdurate Jews and Gnoſtics. This expoſition 
however, though applicable in ſome caſes to the 
deſtruction of Jerufalem, cannot be admitted 
here ; for, in the preceding verſes, there is evi- 
dently a compariſon drawn by the Apoſtle betwixt 


the manner in which the old world periſhed by 
| the 
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the flood, and the manner in which the preſent 
mall be conſumed by fire. By the word of 
4 God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
« ſtanding out of the water and in the water: 
« whereby the world that then was, being over- 
«© flowed with water, periſhed. But the heavens 
and the earth which are now, by the ſame word 
« are kept in ſtore, reſerved. unto fire againſt the 
« day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly 
% men.” Theſe words cannot poſſibly be under- 
ſtood of God's coming to deſtroy Jeruſalem, for 
then St. Peter would not have mentioned any long 
_ diſtance of time, at which the event he foretold 
| ſhould take place; for he knew, when he made 
_ uſe of the expreſſion, ©: beloved, be not ignorant 
« of this one thing, that one day is with the 
« Lord as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years 
0 as one day,“ that the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem 
would ſpeedily take place, which accordingly hap- 
pened about four years afterwards. 
It ought not to paſs unobſerved, that the eter- 
nity of God has been called a moment, and that 
this ſame text from St. Peter has been quoted to 
prove the propriety of the expreſſion. But to 
ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles had any intentions of 
thus repreſenting the eternal duration of the Deity, 
by ſuch figures of ſpeech, would be to aſcribe to 
them a language dark and metaphyſical, to which 
they were totally unaccuſtomed. The ſimplicity 
| of 
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of the expreſſion is obvious : that the promiſes of 
God were eafily performed by him, whatever 
ſpace might intervene betwixt the times when they 
were given and when they ſhould be fulfilled, for 
to him * all times are alike, and all points of du- 
ration the ſame.” 

It muſt be remarked too before we diſmiſs he 
preſent text of Scripture, that Grotius, without 
the appearance of probability in favour of his 
opinion, has ſuppoſed this ſecond epiſtle to have 
been improperly aſcribed to St. Peter. It is in- 
troduced, as the generality of the epiſtles are, 
with the name and miniſterial office of the writer ; 
 TIf]pos d xe aroronog Ines N but the learned 
commentator ſuppoſes it to have been written by 
Simeon, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and that it ought 
accordingly to have been prefaced with his name 
Loft dae, &c, But this opinion, if confirmed, 
would deſtroy the authenticiry of the writing, and 
take away from the credibility of its inſpired au- 
thor. The Apoſtle, ſays he, was put to death 
during the reign of Nero, before the deſtruQtion 
of Jeruſalem ; but the epiſtle under conſideration 
was written after-this event, it could not therefore 
be the compoſition of St. Peter. But from what 
evidence it appears to have been written after the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, cannot eaſily be diſco- 
vered. Grotius : ſays that it was, becauſe no 


. Chriſtian believed that the end of the world would 
E take 


640) 


take place, before the entire ſubverſion of the 
Jewiſh polity. Thus he inſinuates that, becauſe 
this fignal puniſhment had not been inflicted upon 
the Jews whilſt the Apoſtle was living, it was not 
Probable that he would ſpeak of what was to take 
place after it ſhould have been inflicted. But 
Probability will lead the reader to ſuppoſe that St. 
Peter was really the author of the epiſtle which 
bears his name, and when the neceſſity, by which 
he was induced to ſpeak of the calamities and per- 
ſecutions, which were to precede the end of the 
world, ſhall be conſidered, that probability will 
be converted into certainty. Scoffers, ſays he, 
ſhall come in the laſt times, and jeeringly interro- 
gate you, where is the promiſe of his kingdom? 
If this was to be the caſe, it was highly neceſſary, 
though Jeruſalem was not then deſtroyed, that the 
Apoſtle' ſhould arm his Chriſtian brethren with 
ſuch arguments, as might, when thoſe times 
ſhould: come, refute the ſcoffer and ſilence the 

objector. | 
Having thus conſidered thoſe paſſages in the 
epiſtles, which "principally relate to the day of 
judgment, and having from them endeavoured to 
prove, that it was an event not expected by the 
authors of them to take place during their lives, 
it will be proper briefly to advert to the twenty- 
fourth and twenty- fifth chapters of St. Matthew, 
in which Grotius, Dr. Clarke, and others, have 
| thought 
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thought that by the deſtruction of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, was predicted either throughout the whole 
of the twenty - fifth chapter, or at particular inter- 
vals, the end of the world. No paſſage either of 
ſacred or prophane hiſtory has occaſioned, greater 
diverſity of opinion, than the chapter in queſtion. 
—Grotius divides. it into three diſtinct parts; the, 
firſt diviſion ends, according to his partition; off ity, 
at the twenty third verſe, the ſecond, at the thir- 
tieth, and the laſt concludes, with the end of the 
chapter. The third and laſt diviſion is introduced: 
by the words, «as rert garngilu ro ce, ru ul 
7s arbęb m e ru ug, and immediately afterwards: 
follows the paſſage, xa: obe ro, voy Tz and 
h ems rar veprnuy., Theſe words relate to 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt to judge the world, 
ſays Grotius, though he had ſaid that the twenty- 
ninth verſe could not relate to this event, hecauſe 
of the words with which it commences, efws-ds 
pail Thy Wan tw nergur, ,, HN n a. 


* And then ſhall appear the ſign of the Son of Man. 

Then ſhall the Son of Man, give a proof of - himſelf, whom 
they would not before acknowledge; a proof indeed, not in 
any viſible figure, but in vengeance and judgment ſo viſible, 
that all the tribes of the earth (hall be forced to acknowledge 


him the avenger. : 
| Lightfoot, Matt. xxiv. 


+ For the reaſon why our Saviour gave his diſcourſe upon 
this ſubject in a ſublime and prophetic ſtyle, ſee Jortin's Re- 
marks on Leclemen Hiſtory, vol. I, page 75. 
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—But why the word, vor-, in the thirtieth verſe 
ſhould not have equal force with the word, eu0cur, 
in the twenty ninth, cannot eaſily be compre- 
hended. Beſides, our Saviour would not have 
poſitively aſſerted that any circumſtance ſhould 
immediately (ver-) take place, which was not to 
be fulfilled *till after the 3233 of ſo many 
centuries. 

Again, Dr. Clarke would wiſh the predidion to 
commence at the ſixth and eighth verſes, and to be 
again renewed at the fourteenth. But this expoſi- 
tion, if allowed, will admit into the Holy Scriptures 
ſuch confuſion of ſymbol and fact, as muſt render 
the moſt obvious paſſages abſtruſe and inexplicable. 

Our Saviour ſaid expreſsly, verſe thirty-fourth, 
& this generation ſhall not paſs away till all theſe 
things be fulfilled, “ and we know that St. John 
lived to ſee the overthrow and final deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. With all due deference, therefore, to 
the learning and abilities of theſe commentators, 
it may perhaps be more judicious, and certainly 
more agreeable to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, to 
confine the prediQtion of the day of judgment to 


* 'This generation ſhall not paſs *till all theſe things be 
fulfilled. 

It appears plain that the foregoing verſes are not to be under- 
flood of the laſt judgment, but of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 


_ Lightfoot, Matt, xxiv. 
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the thirty-firſt verſe of the twenty - fifth chapter, 
where our Saviour begins to ſay, * when the Son 
« of Man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy 


“ angels with him, then ſhall he ſit upon the 
“ throne of his glory: and before him ſhall be 


“ gathered all nations; and he ſhall ſeparate them 
% one from another, as a ſhepherd' divides his 
<« ſheep from the flock ; and he ſhall ſet the ſheep 
<« on his right hand, but the goats on his left.“ 
And the prediction of this great event is conti- 
nued, in words too obvious to be miſunderſtood, 
to the end of the chapter, theſe ſhall go away 
c into everlaſting puniſhment, but the 3 
into life eternal.“ 

Thus theſe chapters will be free from many ai. 
ficulties, which may tend to confuſe the reader, 
and rendered more conſonant to the ſimplicity 
which every where characterizes the Scripture-lan- 
guage ; and thus too it will appear that the Apoſ- 
tles themſelves could have no reaſon to aſſert, 
from the words of their Divine Maſter, that the 
day of judgment was at hand, ſince he here re- 
preſents the complete uncertainty of the event, 
and only exhorts them to immediate preparation. 

What has been already ſaid upon the ſubject 
may be ſtill farther confirmed by an appeal to the 
Revelations of St. John. An expreſs prophecy 
will there be found of a long ſeries of years, 
which were to expire before the approach of the 

day 
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day of judgment. Indeed the whole book of the 
Apocalypſe contains ſuch powerful evidence for 
the truths of our religion, that a due conſideration 
of the prophecies contained in it, wich the paſt 
fulfilment of ſome of them, and with the cer- 


tainty ob the future completion of the reſt, cannot 
but conſirm the Chriſtian of the preſent day in his 
faith, and convert the uabeliever from his. infide- 
lity and error. Convinced: that we have not fol- 
lowed. cunningly deviſed fables, and feeling our 
conviction of the great truths of Chriſtianity, we 
may ſtill ſay with St. Peter, «xv Bearorceov. Tov 
got Avyer, We have a more ſure word of pro- 
phecy, which, at the preſent criſis, - when, ſome 
conſiderable. part of it ſeems. to be awfully fulfill- 
ing on the ſolem theatre of the world, muſt claim 
our notice and arreſt our molt ſerious attention. 
In the Revelations, St. John paxticularly de- 
ſcribes the Man of Sin, and the Antichriſt, who 
ſhould appear long before the conſummation of all 
things. Nay, not only his perſon is ſignified, but 
the place, where he ſhould tyrannize, and the 
time during which his dominion ſhauld continue. 
The Beaſt, which aroſe out of the ſea, is repre- 
ſented as ſucceſſor to the great red Dragon, and 
by this red Dragon is underſtood the power of 
heathen Rome. The Dragon gave him (the 
4 Beaſt) his power, his ſeat, and great authority.“ 
From this paſſage it appears, that the antichriſtian 

tyranny 
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tyranny was to commence at the end of the No- 
man empire; and it is afterwards preditted how 
long its power ſhould continue. Then was 
given to the (Beaſt a mouth ſpeaking great 
<«<. things, and blaſphemies, and power was given 
4 him to continue forty and two months.“! 
From this ſingle prediction of St. John it is! ſuſſi- 
ciently clear, that he did not believe the day of 
judgment to be at hand; but knew that a long ſe- 
ries of years was to elapſe, before the promiſe of 
.Chriſt's ſecond: coming was to be fulfilled. : 

From this evidence an - endeavour, however 
weak and feeble, has been made to prove that the 
Apoſtles, St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. John, were 
not miſtaken in their expectations of an immediate 
judgment, ſince it appears evident, from the paſ- 
ſages above alluded to, that no ſuch expectations 
were ever entertained. The Sceptic and the Infidel 


* Daniel is ſaid to prophecy of the ſame event in his twelfth 
chapter, and to allot to the power there fignified the ſame du- 
ration it ſhall be for a time, times and a half.” Theſe num- 
bers, ſays Bp. Newton, comparing the time mentioned by Da- 
niel with that mentioned by St. John, we ſhall find upon com- 
putation to be the ſame. For a time is a gear, and a time and 
times and the dividing of time or half a time are three years 
and- a half, and three years, and a half are; forty-two months, 
and forty-two months are twelve hundred and ſixty days, and 
twelve hundred and fixty days, in the prophetic ſtyle, are 
twelve hundred and fixty years. 


Bp. Newton on the Prophecies, vol. II, page 734. 
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may aſſert, and indeed have aſſerted, the contrary ; 
but the Chriſtian believes in the inſpiration of the 
Apoſtles, and receives, with ſuſpicion, the bold 
and unjuſtifiable aſſertions of impiety and atheiſm. 
 — Difficulties, it is true, occur in the Scriptures ; 
but ſuch difficulties, he knows, are not peculiar to 
the holy writings, they occur univerſally in every 
compoſition. The Chriſtian advocate is affured 
that the Scriptures are able to make him wiſe unto 
falvation, and ſuch wiſdom he piouſly ſeeks, as the 
only deſirable, the only invaluable attainment.— 
The approach of the day of judgment is uncer- 
tain; but with reſpect to this event, he feels little 
anxiety or ſolicitude. The period of his ſojourn- 
ing here cannot be at any great diſtance, and for 
this period immediate preparation is indiſpenſable, 
that, whenever the time of his departure ſhall 
come, he may meet death without fear or amaze- 
ment. He ſeeks not, with impertinent curioſity, 
to look behind the veil, and to pry into the myſ- 
teries of his God; but, ſatisfied with the know- 
ledge imparted to him, humbly endeavours, whilſt 
it is called to day, to work out his ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, that that night may not over- 
take him by ſurprize, in which, when it cometh, 
no man can work. 22 TY 69 
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